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THE 


Paſive Obedience, 
AND 


NONRESISTANCE 
Stated, Mc. 


| Nity, Peace and Love are Things in their own Natute 
ſo truly Charming, and fo juftly endear themſelves 
to all Mankind, that even the greateft Infringers of 
them always eſteem it no ſmall Addition to their Character, 
to be preſented to the World as induftriovs Promoters of 
them. Avow'dly to declare for Strife and Divifion, would 
be as fooliſh as 'tis detefiatlez and be that ſhould rafhly 
yenture upon ſuch a Task, muſt immediately expect to be 
made the juſt Mark of all Mankind's Indignatian. It is no 
wonder therefore to find the villainous Diſturbers of our Re- 
poſe, to be continually ſalut ing our Ears wich that (were it 
real) harmonjous Sound, Peace be with ou. But fince our 
unhappy Experience too evidently convinces us of their In- 
ſincerity, and our 'own miſerable Feuds and Animoſities, 
which are ſo ſucceſsfully propagated, by their Arts, amongft 
us, it highly concerns us to uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to 
detect ſuch vile Incendiaries, and let them be as juſtly hate- 
ful to us, as they are to our Great Lord and Maſter, the 
Prince of Peace and Love. 
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| (4) | 
_ Certainly Endeavours, ſo truly Noble, fo publickly Bene- 
ficial, - and ſo likely, once more, to make our Church and 
Kingdom happy, needs no Apologies, no Strains of Oratory, 
nor Flights of Eloquence, to recommend them. And there- 
fore, tho' I can't but be Conſcious with what Diſadvantage I 
undertake this Work, and with what Variety of far abler 
_ -_ . abounds, yet the ö hue has N 
ſtriouſly been _ ving hithertq. ſuthciently employ! 
thim, Bes me fome Hopes that foe of thoſe Obſervati- 
on, , have made, in my private Sphere, may be alittle 
- uſeful. 

Whilſt therefore our ingenuous Clergy are defending the 
Dottrine of our Saviour, as well as our Church, with all that 
Learning and Cogency of Argument, as has ever given them 
the juſt Character of Stupor Mundi; 1 ſhall make it my En- 
deavour to give ſome of our deluded (tho' well-meaning ) 
Members a right Apprehenſion of what is Contended about. 
For I am verily perſuaded, nothing has more fatally contribu- 
ted to the heightning our 1'ifferences, than the wrong No- 
tions of them, which the Deſign of ſome, and the ignorance 
of others, has diſpers'd among us. 

Amongſt the many unhappy Inſtances of this kind that 
daily preſent themſclves to our view, none affords us a more 
melancholly Scene than the (if rightly ftated ) truly Evan- 
gelical Doctrine of Paſhve Obedience and Non-Reſiftance. 

For certainly had all that Warmth ' which of late has been 
ſhewn on both ſides) been only the Effect of a ſincere Zeal, 
for Truth, we ſhould never have found, ſo induſtriouſly pro- 
moted by ſome, and fo eaſily ſwallow'd by. others, ſo many 
groſs and extravagant Miftakes. Miſtakes of that unaccount- 
able Nature, that tis impoſhble to conceive how any Man, 
of Comman Reaſon, could be guilty of them, without taking 
them upon the bare Word of thoſe whoſe Intereſt it was to 
keep Matters in the dark ens 3 vil 
Ho far any particular Perſons are culpable herein, ſhall 
not be my preſent Bulineſs to enquire. Our Feuds require 
our utmoſt Endeavours to put an end to, not aggravate them. 
But this I conceive will not be altogether a uſeleſs Undertak- 
ing, to ftrive to give People right Apprehenſions of the Que- 
ſtion in debate 72 057-24 Fo 1 

Theſe Words, Paſſive Obedience, and Non - Reſiſtance, few, 
very few, are unacquaiiited with; we find them in every Bo- 
. dy's Mouth, almoſt, wherever we go. But their Meaning has 
been fo diſingenuouſly perverted by ſome, whoſe Intereſt it is 
they (ſhould not be. underftood, that it renders it highly ne- 
ceſſary to be very particular in our Enquiry after their real 

and proper Import, * . IP 
5 Firſt 
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- Firſt then, By Paſſive is not ment Adtve Obedience, ' This, 
no doubt, at firft fight, will be thought wonderful informing 2 
But certain it is, he muſt be very little converſant with 
thoſe Deductions, which ſome ' who are no doubt very ambi- 
tious to be thought Men of rgument continually urge to us 
(even from the Preſs) not to ſee the Juſtneſs of thi: Remark. 

How often are we told, that the neceſſary Conſequence of 
Paſſive Obedience is ſuch, that whatever a Prince commands, 
be it never ſo ſinful, we are oblig'd to do ir, upon pain of 
Damnation? Tam very ſure, !hould a School-boy, that has 
only learn d his Accidecue, be capable of diftinguiſhing na 
better, he would juſtly merit a ſevere Caſtigation; it muſt 
then ftrangely ſurprize us, to find Men Men of Reaſon 
and Temper, as they pride themſelves to be thought) in 
ſpight of Modeſty and Common Grammar, inculcate ſuch 
groſs, ſuch extravagant Miftakes Tt is really worthy of 
Obſervation, to ſee how ſtrangely fond too ſome Men are of 
this Topic, what Pains they take to dreſs it up, in all the 
fantaſtic Poſtures which Levity, Villany, or the want of Senſe 
(for one of theſe it muſt be) can furniſh them wich. One 
while they tell us we muſt proſtitute our Wives and Daughters, 
cut our Brother s Throat, nay hang our ſelves , whenever a 
Prince ſhall happen to be ſo mad as to bid us; another, that 
we muſt voluntarily ſacrifice our Liberty, Property, Religi- 
on, and all that is dear and ſacred to us; in a word, be rea- 
dy to do every thing that a cruel and impious Tyrant can 
prompt us to; and left we ſhould think as undoubtedly we 
have reaſon) they do not ſpeak to us, they tell us, all theſe 
are Inftances of Abſolute Paſſive Obedience. We muſt confeſs, 
with Men of ſuch Proweſs of \rgument, it is hard Contend 
ing: But yet we humbly conceive, as long as thoſe Rules we 
learn'd from {ily hold good, TO DO will always be found a 
Term of an Active Signification ; and therefore we efteem our 
ſelves ''no further concern'd to clear our ſelves of all theſe 
Charges, than to tell them, tis nat Adive, but Paſſive Obedi- 
ence we aſſert; and if thev caa't ſee the Difference between 
theſe two, the more is the pity. 5 2 fr <1 
Secondly, as (by Paſſhtu: Obedience I do not think my ſelf 
oblig'd to do every thing, or indeed anv thing, that is finful, 
that a Prince ſhall command; neither do I think my ſelf con- 
cern'd to omit every ching that he ſhall forbid ; and therefore 
ſhould he peremptorily prohibit my going to Church, or any 
other neceſſary pari-of my Duty, I ſhould reckon his Prohibi- 
tion of no Force, becauſe it is ſuperſeded by a Superior Pow- 
er; and my Anſwer would be that of the Apoſtle's, under the 
like Circumſtances, it is better to Obey God than Man, and 
agrecable to their Example proceed as I did before, 


Py 


aſſtve Obedience we do not think our ſelves in 
the leaft oblig'd to promote and afſiſt an Arbitrary and Ty+ 
yannicat Power; no, nor flatter auy Prince that exerciſes ſuch 
l} 2 Power, by telling bim he does well, and as he ought to do. 
4 Neither do we think our ſelves oblig'd to ſeek after Wooden 


| Shoes, nor uſe the leaft Endeavours to bring in the Pretender, 
| (Pretender we ſay, for ſo we efteem him with reſpect to He · 
| 
| 


reditary, as well as other Right.) how evidently ſoever ſome 
"May think ſuch Proceedings deducible from what is aſſerted. 
In fine, by Paſſrve Obedience we mean nothing that is ig the 


(6) 
| 


eaſt derogatory to that juſt Affection and profaund Veneration 
we ought ro bezr to our preſent Gracious Sovereign Queen 
Anne, nor any thing that is excluſive of the moſt affectionate 
Loyalty towards Her. 


| | | 

| Fourthly, But by Paſſive Obedience we mean, meckly and 
| 

| 

| 

| 


quietly to bear, or ſuffer what a Prince ſhall inflict upon 
vs, when we cannot eſcape the Force of his Reſentments 
by other means than Reſiſtance. Which is the next Term, 
- Import of which it is neceſſary we ſhould particularly cons 
er. . | y 
1. By Reſiſtance is not meant a bare Non-Compliance with 
* 2 Prince's Deſire; and therefore we don't efteem thoſe charge · 
| abte with Refiſtance, in the Senſe we take it) who would 
il por read King rend Declaration 
[ 2. By Refiftance is not meant the doing what is prohibited 
[ by a Prince, in caſe his Prohibition and the Commands of God 
| ftand in ht > an | | ; 
| 3. By Reſiftance is not meant the remonſtrating againſt a a 
Prince's Proceedings, or any other verbal Oppoſition what · 
ever. - 
- 4. Tho' it muſt be confeſs'd (if the word Reſſtance be taken 
in its full Latitude) the preceding general Negatives may be 
zall'd x-fiftancez yet they are none of them that ſort of Ref/t- 
ance we contend againſt. But by Nſflance we mean the tak · 
ing Arms to fight or coerce the Prince; the taking the Sword 
and ſmiting with it, as did St. Peter, when our Lord bid him 
put up his word. | | 
Having ftated and fixt the Meaning of the Terms contefted 
abbut, -obr next Buſineſs is to cenſider the Truth of the Pro- 
ſ\nion contain'd in them; and in our Proſecution of this 
make uſe of theſe four Topich 
© Firſt, We will conſider the Theology of it. Secondiy, The 
Keafon and Juſtice * it. * The — 
with our Liws. And Fourrbly, Its Correſpondency wi found 
and good Politics, TV. - "7 | 1. N | 
22 2 
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Aud Firſt, We ate to conſider the Theology of the Doctrine 


* 


of Peſßve Obedience , and Nom Refſtonce, Now that we may 
proceed with alt poſſible Clearneſs, we will examine the Terms 
distinctly, as before ſtated and ſettled in the Premiſes. Firſt 
then we are to exam ine the Truth of the Propoſition contain d 
in the firſt Term, Paſſive Obedience. k * | 
I fuppoſe it will here be readily admitted, that the Holy 
Scriptures are the only determinative Rule upon which we 
muſh prococd ; and the expreſs Precepts of them or evident 
Dedudions from them, ſufficient Demonſtrations; and there» 
fore from them, and them only, we ſhall draw what Argue 
ments will be offer d. | 
: The Sacred Writings are ſo abundantly furniſh'd with Rules 
of our Duty of this kind, that it would be really tedious to e- 
numerate them; and therefore that we may proceed with Bre- 
vity as well as Clearneſs, and inform our Judgments without 
oppreſſing our Memory, we will confider ſome ſelect Paſſages, 
that ſeem more particularly appofite to our purpoſe. 

St. Faul laying down the Duty of Subjects to their Sovereign, 
expreſſes himſelf thus, viz. Let every Soul be ſubjeR to the 
higber Powers, &c. Rom. 13. 1 and ſpeaking to Bif — Titut, 
ſays, Put 1hem in mind to be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, 
and to Obey Magiſtrarzs, Tit. 3. 1. Again, Te muſt needs be 
ſubje&, vos only for Wrath, but a ſor Conſcience ſake, Rom. 13.5. 

St. Peter, handling this Point, expreſſes bimſelf thus, viz. Submit 
your ſelves 10 every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, wherber 
it be to the King as Supreme, or unto Governours as thoſe that are 
ſena. by bim, 1 Pet. 2.13. The Duty of Subjection and Submiſſion 


2 * is bere ſo forcibly inculeated in the plain Words of theſe Texts, 
that twould be a real Detraction from the Cogency of w 

4 they deliver to make any Comment upon. them; and i | 
n the Senſe of em in general is not deny d by even our greateſt 
& Antagoniſts, only they will have em taken under certain Re- 


3 firigtions or Limitstions, They tell us, the Submiſſion — 
k. Subſecd jon here mention'd by the A poſtles, is only requir'd 
Ius to ſuch things as are Lawful, and that when Magiſtrates 
m exceed the Bounds of their Commiſſion (which was given 
them for the Good of Society) by commanding or prohibiting 
ax thing contrary. to Law; Not only their Tnjuaftions, but 
their Authority, nay their Superiority, is loft and void; and 
cherefore, not only Obedience, but Subj-Rion.and Submiſkon 
is no longer due unto them. Now this we utterly 
For not to inſiſt tac the very Terms (Subjettion and Submifs 
ſion). us d in the Texts infer the contrary 3; (ſuch a Procedure 
being not properly any Subjection, orSubmiſſion, to the Mas 
tate, but the Law anteceding his Commands; ) 1 ſay, not 
e infiſt on this, the Words of St. Peter laſt cited irrefragably 


overthrow 


* 


is — 
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everthtow it. For Submiſſion is by bim there requir'd; to euery 
Ordinance of Mm, Lawful or Unlawful, we are commanded 
to ſubmit. From whence I thus argue, viz. Every Ordi- 
nance of Man is not Good or Lawful: But we muſt ſubmit. 


to every Ordinance of Man; therefore we muſt ſubmit to 
ſuch Ordinances as are not Good or Lawful. By Submiſſion 
here, when the Thing tequir'd is Unlawful, or what to com- 
with is Sinful, is meant not the Doing the thing; no, 
that would (as was before obſerv'd) be Active Obedience; 
but the meckly and quietly bearing, or ſuffer ng the Penalty 
infliftcd for not doing it; and this we call Paſſve obedienre. 1 
would not be miſtaken, we do not think our ſelves oblig'd- 
to ſubmit to the Command of the Magiſtrate in this Caſe, 
nay. we ought not ſo to ſubmit 3 but we think our felves ob- 
lig d to ſubmit to the Penalty, 7. e. to whatever Puniſhment 
the Magiſtrate ſhall think fit to lay upon us, for not doing as 
he would have us; and this; I again fay, is what we call P | 
Obedience. 10 G3 PALL IT TD i 
We are far from denying the Commiſſion (even the Su- 
Mag iſtrate has, is defign'd by God for the Good of 
ty; and that every time he exceeds the Bounds of this 
Commiſſion, in that Inſtance he acts without Authority, with 
xeſped ad ſe, or in a Moral Senſe: But of this he is only ac- 
countable to God; we may indeed, in ſome Caſes, tell him of 
it, and remonſtrate the din and ill Conſequences he neceſſarily 
involves himſelf in by it; but if this is to no purpoſe, we 
muſt quietly, ſubmit oo — and Cauſe to — God — 
is King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and only Ruler of Princes; ar 
fa 22 = material Reflection to find this branded as 4 
Servile and Slaviſh, if it can be prov'd a Chriftian Principle. 
This we are ſure of, his exceeding his Commiſſion won't ex- 
cuſr our neglecting our Duty: And ſince God Almighty has 
declar'd his Superiority over us, by commanding us to ſubmit 
to him in every thing, either Actively or Paſſively, we cannot, 
we dare not, pretend to diſpute any farther. But to pro- 
ceed. | 3.908 . een 
We are told, however general and extenſive the Sacred 
Writings may be in ſeveral places, yet there muſt neceſſa- 
rily be ſome Exception (tho not expreſs d) imply'd in them. 
For we are commanded to Obey (not only the Magiſtrate, 
but) our Parents in all things. Now tho' theſe Words are 
as general and extenſive, as any that can be produc'd, for Obe- 
dience to the Magiſtrate, yet we muſt necſſarily take them 
ander ſome Limitations, or elſe we render the Obligation of 
ſeveral other of the Precepts of Holy 'Writ void, G. 


This 
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5 
This is one Inſtance of thoſe groſs Miſtakes that were taken 
notice of in our ſtating the Meaning of the Word Pi Obe di- 
ce. For it is readily admitted, if by Obedience we here un- 
rftand Active Obedience, the Words muſt of neceſſity be 
taken under ſeveral Reſtrictions: But if we apply them to 
Puſſroe Obedience, I ſee no neceſſity for any. For tho' in a 
many Inftances 1 muft not do what my Parents would 
ave me, nay Tought not, yet I may, and ought 2 to 
ffer what they inflict on me for not doing it; and therefore 
tho it end por, that in this Caſe AfAive Obedience is un- 
fer ſeveral Limitations, yet it does not from thence follow, 
that Paſſive Obedience is the ſame z and conſequently is no Ob- 
jection to what has been here inſiſted on. (hip 
It is farther argu'd: Suppoſe the Matter toucheth a whole 
Community; and the Happineſs of that be invaded by a Go- 
vernour turn'd a publick Enemy to it, in the main part of his 
ConduQz can it poſſibly be thought that it is God's Will we 
ſhould ſubmit to him in this Caſe ? Can it be ſuppos'd, that 
all Right of Self · Defence and Self-Preſervation is taken from 
this whole Community, at a time when they are without any, 
in effect, eftabliſh'd Govetnour to protect them? Cerrainly, 
when a whole Nation find themſelves ſ@ ſenſibly oppreſs d, 
Nature it ſelf will not ſuffer them to act conſiſtent with this 
Principlez nor the powerful Law of Self-Preſervation permit 
Men, of even the moſt paſſive Tempers, quietly to ſubmit to 
their Ruin, when it is in their Power to prevent it. And in 
deed, it ſeems highly to reflect on the Honour of Almighty 
God, to ſay in this Caſe, we ought to ſubmit. 

To all which we rejoyn : If the Queſtion here ptopos'd 
(viz. can it potably be thought that God Will, G.) be inge- 
huouſly made, it is very cally reſolv'd. For ſince God has 
declar'd what bis Will is, all Doubts in the matter immedi- 
ately yaniſh. It may not only poſhbly be thought, but cer- 
tainly be known, we put in this Caſe, tho not Afvely, yet 
Paſſiyely, to ſubmit ; And it can't poſſibly be imagin'd how 
any Body can think otherwiſe, who takes his open Declarati- 
ons in the Holy Sctipttres to be ſufficient Indications of bis 
Will. Whether all Right to Self-Defence and Self- Preſerva: 
tion is hereby taken away, I will not pretend now to deter- 
mine: But this | will be peremptory in, that all ſuch Right 
(if it muft be call'd ſo) as is inconſiſtent with that Paſſive Sub- 
miſſion requir'd by God, in this and all other Caſes, is taken a- 
way, It Nature alone be conſulted, it is readily acknow- 
ledg'd this Dottrine muſt fall; but how Nature alone came t 
bea Rule by Which we muſt ſquare the ſublime Doctrines o 
the Croſs, is a thing deſeryes a Scrutiny. Skin for Skin, ye 
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all that 4 Man bath, will le pive for bis Life. , This is the Lan · 
guage of Nature, and the powerful Law of. Self-preſervation, . 


of which ſome Gentlemen are ſo fond: But yet our Bleſſe 
Lord aſſures us, Th:t be that will ſave his Life ſhall loſe it, and 
ke that will loſe bis Life for bis ſabe ſhall ſave it. A ſtrange Pa- 
radox! to thoſe who are ſtiff Contenders for the Dictates of 
Nature, and powerful Law of Self-Preſervation. But as 
ſtrange as tis, it's very certain, *tis a Chriſtian Truth; and 
as ſure as NATURE is agaiuſt it, it ought to be prattis d 
by all who own the Divine Authority of him that ſpoke it. 
What is conſiſtent with the Honour of Almighty God, bis 
own Infinite Wiſdom beſt knows, and therefore undoubtedly 
he will never make any thing a neceſſary. part of our Duty, 
but what is (however it may apper to us) ſtrictly compati- 
ble to it. Since therefore Almighty God has thought fit to 
make it our Duty, to ſuffer Injuries with Patience, and has 
propounc'd them Bleſfed who (thus. ſuffer for Righteouſneſs 
ſake; ſince he haz aſſu d us by his Apoſtle, that this is thank- 
worthy, if a Man for Conſcience towards-God endure Grief, 
Suffering wrongfully, it highly concerns us to conſider, whe- 
ther whilſt we charge others with reflecting upon the Honour 
of God, we do not infringe it our ſelves, by diſputing his pe- 
remptory Commands, . | : 

Having thus far endeavour'd to prove. the Truth of what 
is contain d in the firſt Term, Paſſive Obedience, and examin'd 
the Force of ſeveral material Object ions, I might proceed to 
ſeveral other Arguments for its Confirmation. But being wil- 
ling to contract the Bulk of theſe Papers, as much as poſſibly 
J can, ſhall wholly omit them, and proceed to the next Term 
that was to be conſider d, viz. Non-Refiſtance. 

1. It isa known Rule, that every Affirmative neceſſarily 
implys a Negative. Thus he that aſſert; there 1; hut one 
God, neceſſarily denies two, or any other Number; ſo here, 
thoſe Texts which affirm the Duty of unlimited Obedience, 
Subjection and Submiſſon, neceſſarily imply a Negation of 
Reſiſtance. For when I reſiſt my Submiſſion ceaſes, and con- 
ſequently J infrioge the Obligation of the Text. And the 
Application is the ſame, with reſpect to Obedience and Sub- 
jection. , But to be direct. | 1 955 


2. St. Paul having (as has been before obſerv'd) laid down 


the Duty of Subjection to the Higher Powers, proceeds to 


give the Reaſon thus, viz. For tbere is no Fower but of God. 
And then draws this Concluſion, Whoſoever therefore refiſteth 
th: Power, refifteth tbe Ordinance of Ged, and they that reſiſt ſbal 
receive to uh: mſelues Damnation. Here (as the excellent 2 
| * thor 
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c thor of the + Whole Duty of Man expreſſes it) is very ſmall - 
© Encouragement to any to riſe up againſt the Lawful Ma- 
« giſtrate; for tho they ſhould ſo far proſper here, as to ſer 
% care themſelves from him by this means, yet there is 
« a King of Kings, from whom no Power can ſhelter them, 
& and this Damnation in the cloſe, will prove a ſad prize of 
ce their Victories. | 
But the Gentlemen who think themſelves concern'd to op- 
poſe us here, tell us, Theſe Werds are not to be underſtood 


of the PERSON, but OFFICE of the Magiſtrate; grantin 


therefore that the Office of Magiftrates is from God, an 
therefore not to be reſiſted, yet when the. Magiſtrate contradicts 
his Office (which was made for the Good of Society) he may, 
and ought to be reſiſted. 

The, Diſpute between us is, whether by the Term, High- 
er Powers, is meant the Perſon, or Office of the Magiftrare 
and this the Holy Paſſzges themſelves. will determine. St. 
Paul then goes on thu:, viz. For Pulers are not 4 Terror to 
good Works, but 10 the evil, v 3- One would think the Apoſtle 
can't poſſibly here mean any thing but the Perſons of Ma- 
giſtrates the word RULERS being an Appellation notꝰin the 
leaſt compatible with the Office of Magiſtrate: He pro- 
ceeds, viz: Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power? Do 
that which is good and thon ſhalt hau Praiſe of the fime, Ibid. 
Wilt thou then? The word THEN here is an Illative, refer- 
ring to, or drawn from, the preceding part of the Text, 
hy which the word RULERS in the beginning, and the word 
POWER here, are apparently Synonimous Terms, and mean 
the ſame thing So that the Perſons who are calFd the HIGHER 
POWERS and the POWER, in the firſt and ſecond Verſes, 
and RULERS in the third, are the ſame which here are again 
Call'd the PW ERS : from which 'it is undeniable, that the 
Apoſtle means not the OFFICE, but the PERSON of the 
Magiſtrate. But further, He is the Minifler of Cod, xc. v. 4. The 
Antecedent eo the Relative Ille, here, is the HIGHER POW» 
ERS. or Rulers (i. e. the Magiſtrate) mention'd in the preceding 
Verſes: and to go no further than the immediate Words, by + 
the Pronoun e we can't poſſibly underſtand any thing but 
the Perſon of the Magiſtrate. For to call the OFFICE of 
the Magiſtrate HE, would be the moſt extravagant Soleciſm 
that ever was. I might proceed yet further, to prove the 
Apoſtle here means the Perſon of the Magiſtrate, and pro- 
duce the concurrent Teſtimony of all Expoſitors to confirin 


a 4 
— 


— — — ————— 8 


+ Mole Duty of Man, pag. 270. 


itz 


(120 | 

it; but being ſatisfy'd what has already been offer d is ſuffis 
cient, ſhall take it for granted, and again reſume the Apo» 
file's Argument, viz. There is no Power but of Gad. Whoſe: 
ever therefore refiſteth the Power, reſifteth the Ordinance. of God, 
and they that reßſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 1 
ſuppoſe the Authority of the Speaker will be a ſufficient De · 
monſtration of the Truth of both the Antecedent and Conſe+ 
quence, when it is conſider'd the Apoftle, the Great Apoſtle 
St. Paul, has really writ them, that they are genuine, and truly 
his, only remember, therefore, Thar tbey that refiſt ſhall receive 
to themſelves Damnation; and, then tell me, whether that is 
not a true Propoſition which is contain'd in the Term Non- 
Fefiſt ance | 

But here we are deſir'd to give a fair Account of the Mat- 
ter, and to prove plainly, why it is that this general Prohi- 
hition of St, Paul's muſt be interpreted abſolutely, and de- 
clar'd to be without Limitation 

It is hard to imagine what ſuch Gentlemen mean , by a 
fair Actount, and what they efteem Proof. That St. Paul 
does, de fats, ſay, That there is no Power but of God, they 
can't but know; That by this Power is meant the Magiftrate, 
they may know if they will ; That all Magiſtrates don't do as 
they ought, no Men are more ſenſible than they; That not- 
withſtanding this, if we reſiſt them, we reſiſt the Ordinance 
of God (for if there be no Magiſtrate but what is ordain'd 
of God, certainly the Bad as well as Good are included) the 
Apoſtle expreſly aſſerts. Now, if we muſt reſiſt neither the good 
Magiſtrate nor the bad, and that the reſiſting either of them 
is reſiſting the Ordinance of God, and thereby expoſing our 
ſelves to Damnation, how can we take the Duty of Non-Aę- 
ſiſtance to be here commanded, otherwiſe than Abſolutely, 
and without any Limitation ? 7 | 
Io ſay that Queen Elizabeth, King James I. King Charles J. 
Oc. acted diſagreeable to this Doctrine, is to make bad (if 
not falſe) Premiſes, and worſe Concluſions. For I am of 
my Lord. Haverſham's Opinion, That Authority, tho' it he 
the ſtrongeſt Motive to incline the WILL, is the weakeſt 
8 in all the World to convince the UNDERSTAN- 
DING. > | | 

3. If ever the drawing the Sword againft the Magiſtrate 
can be juſtifiable, it muſt certainly have been ſo in the caſe 
of St. Peter, who drew it in the Defence of the beſt Cauſe, 
and the moſt innocent Perſon that ever was; yet neither 
the well-meant Zeal of the Apoſtle, nor the inveterate Ma- 
- lice of the Jews; the Innocence of our Lord, nor the 
apparent Langer Religion ſeem'd to be in by the violent Ap- 

| prehenſion 


( 13.) 
prehenſion of its Founder; in a word, neither the juſt Senſe 
of their Oppreſſion, nor the Plea of Self- Defence, could um- 
brage him from that ſevere Reprehenſion of the then injur d 
Jeſus: Put up again thy Sword into bis place, for all that rake 
the Sword ſhall periſh by the Sward, Matt. 26,50 + _ 

This Paſſage, is ſo Emphatic an Illuftration, of what is here 
conteſted, and ſo manifeſtly obviates all that is urg'd againſt 
it, that the Gentlemen of all ſorts, who oppoſe the Doctrine 
of Non-Refiſtance, uſe their utmoſt Efforts to evade the Force 
of it. Some tell us, The Reaſon why our Saviour here ſo 
ſeverely reprehends St. Peter, was, becauſe he oppos'd God's 
Decree, he being appointed to Die. Others ſay, That St. 
Peter exceeded the Bounds of that Liberty , which, the na- 
tural Right of Self- Defence and Self-Preſervation allows. O- 
thers alſedge, that his Fault conſiſted in not ſtaying for an 
Order from our Lord, The Jeſuits (for however the matter 
happens, they are very ſollicitous about this place) ſay his 
Crime lay in this, that he raſhly engag'd againft ſuch Odds, 
that in all probability he would inevitably loſe his Life in 
the Conflict. But it is very certain, how true ſoever any, 
or all theſe Obſervations may be, with reſpect to St. Peter, 
our Lord's Reproof here carries Reaſon of perpetual Force; 
he does not ſay, becauſe thou Peter haft taken the Sword, 
thou ſhalt periſh by the Sword, but ALL that take the 
Sword ſhall periſh by it. All are worthy to be put to Death, 
who at any time ſhall dare to draw the Sword againſt the Ma- 
giſtrate. If then (as my Lord Biſhop of Lincoln concludes + 
jn his Sermon on this Text) neither the Malice of the Jews, 
“ nor the Innocence of our Lord; If neither the Truth of 
Religion perſecuted in its Founder, nor the apparent Marks 
„ of Malice and Envy, of Violence and Oppreſſion, which 
«« appear'd in the whole courſe of their Proſecution of bim, 
e were nat ſufficient to warrant St. Peter, to draw the Sword 
“in his Defence, againſt that legal Authority, by which they 
acted; we muft conclude, that neither will any of th 
« Pretences ſuffice, to juſtifie any other Chriſtians in like 
* Circumftances now: But if it ſhall pleaſe God at any tima 
eto permit the lawful Powers to be againtt us, and make 
te them that hate us to rule over us, we muſt follow the Ex- 
* ample of our Bleſſed Maſter, and ſubmit patiently to their 
Authority, and not with this warm Apoſtle take the Sword 
* againſt thoſe to whom God has committed the Power of 


Sermon beſore the Houſe of Luds, Jan, 30. 1708. 
| © the 


+ In bis 
Page 15, 


r 


( 14) 
« the Sword. Let this ſuffice (to' uſe his Lordſhip's Words) 
to ſhew what the true Chriſtian Doctrine of Sybmiſſon to 
the Civil Magiſtrate is. I | 


J proceed now to the ſecond Thing propos'd, namely, The 
Reaſon and Juſtice of this Pofrine. © ATA. N 
I. All Bodies Politic neceſſarily conſiſt of two Parts, viz, 
the Governing, and the Governed. The former of theſe 
has been thought ſo abſolutely eſſential to their Conſtitution, 
eren by ſuch as can't in the leaft be ſuſpefted to have a 
partial Regard to us, that they have call'd it the CONSTI- 
TUTIVE REGENT, + and earneftly contended that there 
can be no ſuch thing as a Body Politic without it. Now 
then, this Governing part or Conſtitutive Regent, here in 
England, we call the King. (or as tis now happily imbel- 
liſh'd, the Queen) The Governed part we call Subjects. 
Now to aſſert the Governing Part, or Conftitutive Regent, 
is accountable to, or may be puniſh'd or coerC'd by the Go- 
verned Part, is to invert the Reaſon and Eternal Nature of 
Things, and introduce the groſſeſt Abſurdities, and moſt 
extravagant Contradictions we can poſhbly be guilty of; 
ſuch as to Be, and yet not to Be at the ſame time; to be the 
Governing part, and yet at the ſame time, to and by the fame 
Perſon, to be Governed; to Subjett him, and yet at the ſame 
time, to make him Snbjeft to us; with a numerous Train of 
other Abſurdities, as tedious to enumerate, as ridiculous ta 
mention, 

In Oppoſition to this it is ſaid, it is evident from the very 
Nature of the Thing, and all Notions of Sovereign and In- 
dependent Government, it muſt be otherwiſe; 'b=cauſe the 
Dernier Reſort of Juſtice muſt of neceſſity be in the People, 
there being no other way of determining Controverſies be- 
tween Princes and their People, without making an Appeal 
to a Foreign Judicature, which has ever been condemn'd by 
all Proteſtants. . 

But now, how any Government can with any Propriety be 
call Sovereign and Independent, and yet Accountable to, 

and to he judg'd and Coerc'd by that Part of it which is call'd 
the Governed, is another Difficulty that wants ſolving, For if 

the Prince is to be judg'd by the People, when he is judg'd, he 
commences a Subject to them, and ſo conſequently muſt ceaſe 
to be an Independent Sovereign; becauſe it depends upon 
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their judgment, whether he is any Sovereign at all. Ap- 
peals to a e eee as the Dernier Reſort, in caſe 
of Differences between a Prince and his Subjects, has been 
juſtly condemn'd, by Proteſtants, as a great Grievance ;_ but 

Appeals to the Subjects themſelves, as the Dernier Reſort, 
may be juſtly reputed a greater. For not to urge the Unna- 
turalneſs of the Feet's judging the Head, with abundance of 

ContradiQions of that kind (as has been before obſerv'd) nor 
the {inconveaiency,. not to ſay Injuſtice, of having ſo many 
Judges, with the . the Prince and his Subjects, are 
equal; nay, we will further ſuppoſe the Subjects ſuperior to 
their Prince (for ſo indeed they muſt be to be his Judges, 
and this is a Suppoſition of a great Latitude) but ſuppoſing 
this, yet it would be a direct Infraftion of the Eternal Rules 
of Juſtice and Equity, that even in this Caſe a Prince ſhould 
be. Judg'd , and conſequent to that, Coerc'd by his Sub- 

8. | 

F For the Clearing this, we will yet further put the Caſe, 
with all the Advantage that is, or can be defir'd. We will 
ſuppoſe in dire&t Oppoſition to St. Paul, (who ſays, There is 
0 Power but of God,) that there is no. Power but of the Peo- 
- ple, and that whatever Power Princes have, it was conferr'd 
on them by Original Contraft, in which were certain Condi- 
tions, Which, it broken, made their Power void. We will 
ſuppoſe further, that theſe Conditions were known univerſally, 
and therefore the Breach of them could not poſſibly eſcape 
the Cognizance of the People. And- further yet, that there 
were ſeveral Penalties which the Princes voluntarily agreed 
to ſuffer upon the Breach of them; and if all theſe be not Sup- 
| Poſitions enough, I muſt confeſs my ſelf at a loſs. to find any 
more. This then ſhall be the Caſe. 
The Cafe thus repreſented, muſt be confider'd under two 


diſtint Views, by which we ſhall. be better able to judge of 
the Juſtice of the Procedure. 


Firft then, We are to confider the Prince as a Priſoner 


at the Bar, Indifted and Arraign'd for. Breach. of Cove- 
- nant. 


Secondly, We are to conſider the People, as Witneſſes rea- 
dy to make good the Indictment. | 


Now in Caſes of this Nature there always is a Diſpute, 


' which by the Eternal Rules of Juſtice and Equity ought to be 
decided by ſome indifferent Perſon. For (it is ſuppos'd at 


leaſt) both the Accuſer, and the Accuſed, are always partial 
a ; in 
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1s Liberty and Prope 
of u Prince of no Value * King - 
dom ! Shall even a common Malefactor be aflow'd to 7 


yet a Man muſt really be very much pre judic d againſt Prig- 
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in theit on Cauſe 4 afid therefore neither of them are qua- 
lify'd to paſs a deciſive Sentence. This being granted, the 
People, being, here Parties, of 

decauſe being intereſted in the Cavſe (whether it be 7 
no) they would pronounce the Prince guilty ; which, i 
ed, be would not have ſo much Juſtice done him, as the Vie 


Accuſers, cannot be Judges, 


gran 


teft of his Subjects, and would be a greater Slaye than the 
Meanreft of his Guards. 
Hafd, very hard would be the Caſe of Princes, were it ſo? 
rty ſo dear to Stbjedts, and is the Life 
Muſt he be the only Slave in a 


from his Accuſers, and he alone be forcd to be judg d by 


them ? Is it reckon'd ſuch & Grievance to be ſubjeft to the 


Arbitrary Will and the Deſpotic Power of a Prince; and 


would it not be the ſame for a Prince to be ſo ſubject to his 


People! Why are we ſo Partial? Why muſt not the Prince's 
Welfare be conſulted, as well as the Peoples F | 
| There cart never be'a Neceſſity to be unjuft 3 no Circum- 
ſtances can alter the Nature of Things ; ood is Good, and 
Evil is Evil, let it be done by whom it wilt. Tf then a Princo 
can neither be Judg'd nor Funiſh'd by his People without the 
moſt manifeſt Violation of even the common Laws of Ju- 
Rice, as tis very certain he cannot, then no Pretences what- 
ever can juſtify ſuch a Procedure. Not only Religiong, but 
Reaſon L not only Chriftianity, but Juſtice ; not onlythie- - 
Laws of God, but the known Laws of Equity, all unanimo 
conſpire, and loudly call upon us, not to avenge our ſelves 1 
this Caſe, but to refer our ſelves and Cauſe to be judg'd by 
that God to whom Vengeance belongs, who has given us 
ſuch infallible Aſſurances, that Vengeance is bis, and be will 
ay it, ; ; x 
e are not ſo abandon'd by the peculiar Genius of the 
Engliſh Nation, nor ſo ſtupidly ignorant of the mild Admini- 
ſtration of our preſent Gracious Sovereign, to be Hunters 
after Chains, or Advocate: for an Arbitrary and Tyrannical 
Power; but yet we can't but obſtrve with what an invidious 
Diſadvantage the Prince is generally repreſented, He is al- 
ways put up as the only Aggreſſor and all Faults in the Peo- 
ple, diſſembled with the utmoſt Induſtry; whereas would 
we diligently and impartially attend to the Nature and Rea- 
ſon of Things, we could not but perceive, that the Prince is 
much more likely to be oppreſsd by the People, than the 
People by the Prince. It's true, Hiftory does afford us ſome 
ron ders. ſome Neroes, ſome Caligula: ſome Agatbocle s; but 


ces, 
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ces, not to know there has been a greater, far greater Num- 

ber, juft the Reverſe of theſe, whoſe Qualities have been 

brighter than their Diadems, and Goodneſs as mnch exalted 

above the reft of Mankind, as their Stations; and indeed not 

to inſiſt, that their Education is more rais d, and 1 
n 


their Notions of Things more Noble and Sublime, and their 
Minds the leſs like to be tainted with the mean Vices of Inſo- 
lence, Envy, Cc. Princes are under leſs Temptations to op- 
—4 their Subjects, than they their Prince; for ſuch Con- 

uct as renders them injurious to their People, is ſo far from 
being any Addition to either their Grandeur or Power, or 
any thing elſe, which they generally place their Happineſs 
in; that tis the likelieft Means to involve them in Trouble 
and Vexation, Whereas (not to mention the truly Generous, 
and juſtly Valuable Parts) even the leaſt Imbelliſhmen's and 
moſt tinſelſt Pegeantry of a Crown, naturally raiſes the 
Ambition, and excits the Envy of its Beholders ; and if their 
Strength be adequate to their Defires, a HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE will never be wanting; and one need not 
have the Wiſdom of Solomon to 1 what the Sentence will 
be, where the Accuſers are ] pes: Nuboth, we all know, 
CHIN one Blaſphemer, w had a mind to his 
Vineyard. 

But we muſt (or elſe we ſhall never pleaſe ſome Gentle- 
men) ſuppoſe no Villany, no Avarice, no Ambition, no In- 
uu no Traitorous Intentions, no Deſires to fit at the 
Helm, poſſibly be lodg'd in the Breaſts of any of the 
People ; but that they are all Submiſſion, Peace, Love, Mo- 
deration, Q. and that if there he any ſuch thing as Tyran- 
ny, any ſuch thing as Oppreſſion, they, Poor Creatures, are 
wholly innocent of it, and the Guilt of it lies altogether at 
the Prince's door. And becauſe we won't give theſe Gen- 
tlemen any Diſpleaſure, if we can help it, we will ſuppoſe 
all this too. 

It may be remember'd, that by Reſiſtance, it was ſaid, 
was not underſtood the bare oppoſing a Princes Will; and 
alſo, that we were not oblig d to give him Active Obedience 
ja Things unlawful. This being premisd, it will ſoon ap- 
pear, that a Prince is not able to Oppreſs his People, if he 
would never ſo fain, For if the People all keep ſteady to 
their Duty, and don't in the leaſt recede from it, to gra- 
tiſy his Deſires, it is out of his Power to affect them; if his 
Soldiers Deſert him, or at leaft Diſobey his Commands; if 
his Judges tell him his Proceedings are directly contrary to 
the Laws of the Land; if his Divines inculcate his Breach of 
his Coronation Oath, and thereby contracting the haingns, 
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Guilt of Perjury; if his Council difſuades him, his Miniſtry 
neglects him, his Parliament expoſtulates, or admoniſhes 


, him; and, in fine, his whole Kingdom remonſtrates againft 


his Conduct, and earn-Rly intreats him to deſiſt ſo Oppreſ- 
fing them; if all this be done, as tis certain it may, and 
ought, what Prince can be ſo Savage, ſo void of Gratitude 
and common Humanity, ftill to continue Tyrannical to a Peo- 
ple, which he can't but know deſerve better Treatment, 
and more obliging Returns? Or at leaſt, what Hurt can he 
do of himſelf to a People, all reſolutely bent to Oppoſe (tho 
not Fight) him, in all his unlawful Defires. me 
The Gentlemen who think themſelves oblig'd, ipſo facto, to 
down with the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, and Non-Reſiſt- 
ance, never leave hunting after Caſes, till they think they 
have found one that will, and muft inevitably fell it; and 
therefore they further ſuppoſe, that the Prince is till reſo- 
lutely bent to bear down all Oppoſition, and utterly to ſub- 
vert and extirpate all the municipat Laws of the Land, and 
to introduce his own Arbitrary and Deſpdtic Will in their 
ſtead z and the better to effett this, gets a ſofficient Number 
of either his own Subjects, or Foreigners to abbet and aſſiſt 
him in thi- his Unjuſt and Arbitrary Invaſion of his Subjects 
Rights and Properties, and all the Municipal and Fundamen- 
tal Laws of the Kingdom. And this they tell us was the 
Caſe at the Revolution i. 
But this is a direct Inverſion of the Queſtion, and at once 
obviates all that pretended Inconſiſtency, which, with ſuch a 
popular Clamour, is faid to be between the Doctrine we con- 
tend for, and the Revolution. bor tho' I may not arraign 
the herſon of my Prince for any Breach of the Laws, yet 
certainly T may thoſe that abbet and aſſiſt him. His being 
exempt from Puniſhment don't make them ſo too, They 
-are not only accountable for infringing the Laws, but as 
was charg'd on Dr. Manwarivg, * when he was Impeach'd by 
the Commons) for Miſguiding and Seducing the Conſcience 
of the King, incenſing his Royal Diſpleaſure againft his 
Subjects, averting his Mind from calling of Parliaments, a- 
lienating his Royal Heart from his People, and cauting Jea- 
louſſes, Secitien and Diviſion in the Kingdom. They cer- 
tainly may, and ought to be I mpeach'd,” and brought to Ju- 
ſtice betore the Houſe of Lords; and if by having impos'd 
on, and abus'd the King's Mind, they violently oppoſe com- 
ing to Juſtice, the Nation ought unanimouſly by Arms to 
aſliſt to bi iag them by force to a Tryal; and this would not 
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be to reſiſt the King (in the Senſe we take Reſiſtance) but to 


bring Villains and Traytors (whatever he may think of them) 
to him, and bis Government, to Juſtice. This, and this 
only, was the Reſiſtance practis'd at the Revolution, The 


unhappy Prince, then on the Throne, was not perſonally re- 


ſiſted by Arms, nor intended to be hurt; hut the villanous 


Gang of Jeſaits that ſeduc'd him to ſuch Arbitrary and Ille 


gal Meaſures; they, and they only, were deſignedly Coerc'd. 
And this T ſhall prove by unqueftionable Authority. 

Our great Deliverer King Willizm, then Prince of Orange, 
ſays in his Declaration, © It is not to be imagin'd, that ei- 


ee ther thoſe who have invited us, or thoſe: who have already 
c come to aſſiſt us, can joyn in A WICKED ATTEMPT. 


« OF CONQUEST, Cc. But if his Army had been brought 
to Dethrone and Depoſe the King, it had heen a Conqueſt, 
over him, tho' not over the Nation. But this was lo far 


from being allow'd by that Prince, that he afterwards caus'd 
a Book to be Burnt, for afferting it to be any Conqueſt at all. 


He tells us therefore in another place, what the Deſign of his 


Army was, and upon whom he defign'd to employ it.. + We 


« have _— with us (ſays he) a Force ſufficient, by. the 
“ Bleſhng o 


declares, that what Reſiſtance was made hy that Great Prince, 
was not intended againſt the Perſon of King Fames, that 'tis 
a Wonder to me, any Perſon that ever read it, can have 
ſuch a Thought, His Force here, we ſee, was not levell'd 
againſt the King, but his EVIL COUNSELLORS; they, 


and they only, are the Perſons he here mentions, that he 
came to Reſiſt. Agreeable to this, the Lords Spiritual and 


Temporal aſſembled at Guild-Hall, expreſs themſelves, viz. 
That they would aſſiſt his Highneſs, with their utmoſt 
„ Endeayours, in obtaining a Free Parliament, with all ſpeed, 
* and preſerving, as much as in them lay. the Peace and Se- 
curity of the Cities of London and Vt inſter, by taking 
care to diſarm all Papiſts and to ſecure all F-ſuits and R- 
* miſh Priefis, &c. Here we ſee again, tis not the Perſon 
of the King, but of Feſuits,, Papiſts and Romiſb Priefts, that 
were to be diſarm'd and ſecur'd. | 

Our Gracious Sovereign's: Royal Conſort, giving the Rea- 


ſons of his Proceedings, ina Letter to King Fames, expreſſes 
' himſelf as follows, vi. While the reſtleſs Spirits of the F- 


nemies of the Reform'd Religion, back d by the cruel Zeal 


and prevailing Power of France, ' juſtly alarm and unite all 


— —_—_—Q 


F4 


C3 * ths 


God. to defend us againſt the Violence of 
* thoſe EVIL COUNSELLORS. This place ſo plainly, 


* Additional Notes of Lis Decl. + Decl. Art. 21. * Vid 
Dec. of Lords Spiritual, &c. 
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% the Proteſtant Princes in Chriſtendom, and en them 
*< in ſo yaſt an Expence for the Support of it, can act ſo de- 
10 Me age and mean a part, as to deny my Concurrence to 
© ſuch worthy Endeavours for the DISABUSING YOUR 
« MAJESTY by the Reinforcement of thoſe Laws, and the 
*© Re-eftabliſhment of that Government, on which alone de- 
„ pends the * WELL-BEING OF YOUR MAJESTY, and 
of the Proteſtant Religion in Europe? This, Sir, is that 
<« irrefiſtable and only Cauſe that could come in Competition 
*« with my Duty, and Obligations to your Majeſty, and be 
able to tear me from you, while the ſame AFFECTIONATE 
*© DESIRE of ſerving you ftill continues in me. 
** This (to uſe the Words of a Gentleman, who applies 
this Paſſage to another Senſe) is a ſufficient Juſtification of 
« the Prince, and Her preſent Majeſty, who as they were II- 

luſtrious Examples of Conjugal Love, did certainly act by 
Concert in this moſt im portant Paſſage of their Lives. 
A Juſtification indeed, that they intended by the Oppoſi- 


tion they made to his Proceedings, no Hurt to the King's 


Perſon, that the Arms they were engag'd in, were not delign'd 
to Reſiſt him, but thoſe Traiterous , thoſe Villanous Feſaits 
and Papiſts, which had ſo unhappily abus'd and impos d on 
him. This was, this muſt have been their Intention, or elſe 
ve muſt put a Senſe, ſo diſingenuous, ſo perfidious, on the 
Words, as when it is conſider d how Noble, how truly Au- 
GUST the Perſons were from whom they came, is horrible 
to think on. 

Her Maj=fty, as She has been a bright Example of ſeveral 
other refulgent Virtues, and by Her perſonal Merits laid a 
juſt Claim to a brighter Diadem, than She at preſent, to us, 
ſo happily adorns 3 ſo She has no leſs endear'd Herſelf to the 
more generous part of Mankind, by the inviolable Love and 
Affection She always bore to the unhappy Prince her Father. 
This is no adulatory Encomium ; Tis what is univerſally known; 
e of late Her truly reſplendant Qualities have 
been baſely ſully'd by the nauſeous Panegyrics of a parcel of 
Mercenary -Harpies, and Her Sacred Perſon, in the ſame 
Breath, prais'd, and obviouſly branded, with the Names of Re- 
bel and Uſurper; Words! enough to ſhock the very Souls of 
all that truly love Her! Words! that ought in ſome to be 
anſwer d with Gibbets inftead of Reaſons, What the Inten- 
tion of this daring Inſolence is, is hard to to imagine: They 
only, who uſe ſuch traiteroully atrocious Language, have 
Thoughts black enough to conceive it. But this is certain, 
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the Practice is moſt wretchedly flagrant, and become the com · 
mon Cant of a Party. | 
Some may, I believe are, even in this, inſignificant Tools, 
Fellows, that have no other notion of Argument, but ill 
Words, and take him always to be the Logician, who 
bawls loudeſt. But certainly all can't be fo; Words of this 
Nature muſt have ſome Deſign, eſpecially if we refle& on 
the Methods they take in giving their Reaſons. It my juſtly 
ſurprize us, to hear Men (how fond ſoever of the Idol Mo- 
deration) as vehement, Oh! as hot as Fire, againſt the Pre- 
tender, and yet ſtare at you, and ready to ram his Birth- 
right down your Throat. Wealaſs! we, poor filly Creatures 
as we are, becauſe when they are angry with us, call us 
Facobites, are apt, in ſpight ofa RECORD IN CHANCERY, 
to ſay he has no Birth-right at all; whereas they, in pure 
Zeal they tell us for the Queen, (and to be ſure they don't 
tell a Lye, becauſe they ſpeak, ſeriouſly) that he is really the 
Legitimate Son of King Fames. It's true, they tell us, he 
was thought once to be an Impoſture, and that by King Wil- 
liam too; but it's plain now to the contrary , becauſe the 
Queen had a Child in France: But yet the Non - jurors are a 
Pack of Dogs and Rogues, to pretend to bring him in, and | 
deſerve to be hang d, (I ſuppoſe for pretending to be more of- 
ficious than they, to ſerve the young Gentleman. f 
A Man of a ſprightly Genius might find Matter enough 
here for Satyr; but yet, if the Nature and Tendency of ſuch 
Expreſſions be ſeriouſly weigh'd, they will rather excite our 
Grief than Mirth. To find the avow'd Declarations of our 
Late Glorious Deliverer, King William, exploded by a Popu- 
lar Odium, and all his repeated Affirmation; , expreſs'd in 
every Article of his Declaration, that he came here to op- 
poſe the King's Evil Counſellors, and with no Deſign to make 
any Conqueſt, paſs'd by, and paid no deference to; To find 
all that ſincere Love, and undiſſembled Affection, which our 
Gracious Sovereign, and her Royal Conſort evidenc'd, not 
only in Words, but in Deeds, to her Father, villanouſfly dreſs'd 
up, as if it was deſign'd only to palliate the Intentions | 
had to Murder him, and that her Majeſty: intended, by one 
AR, to contract the Guilt of Rebellion and Patricide. Good 
God? What horrible Suggeſtions are theſe ? Was ever the 
Innocence of a Prince ſo Arraiga'd! Did ever ſuch daring 
Calumnies before eſcape with on in 
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The Revolution was an Action in cs every Part ſo truly. 
Glorious, ſo worthy of a Heart INMURELY ENGLISH; 
ſuch a Demonſtration of our Church's not Canting, but Ra- 
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tional Zeal againſt Popery ? ſuch a noble Reſcue of our Re- 
ligion, Laws, Liberties and Properties from the Jaws of 14-- 
latry, Superſtition and Tyranny ; and carry'd on by Pere 3 
ſo truly Illuſtrious in their Virtues as well as Stations, 
tis impoſhble for a Man to be a Good Church-man, a Goudl 
Subje, and a Good Engliſh-man; not to approve and ſpeak 
of it in the higheſt Terms of Honour and Reſpect. But to 
ſay this was founded on the Blood of our King; for ſo it was 
(if our Bleſſed Lord be allow'd a good Caſuift, who always 
lays the Morality of any Action upon the Intention of the 
Actor) if his Blood was intended to be ſhed: To ſay that 
King William and Prince George, or yet worſe, Queen Mary, 
and our preſent Sovereign, in Contradiction to their open and 
avow'd Declaritions, Actions I might ſay, deſign'd any Reſiſt- 
ance to the Perſon of that unhappy Prince, King mes, is 
certainly to aſperſe and calumniate the Revolution. It is 
readily acknowledg'd, tis impoſſible: to know the Heart of 
any one. There may be ſome who ſay all this, and ſay it 
fas they tell us) in pure Zeal for Her Majeſty : But this we 
are very certain, it is not then a Zeal according to Know- 
+ ledge. And it were further to be wiſh'd, they would keep 
the Heat of it within doors, and not ſo induftriouſly endea- 
vour to fire the whole Nation with it. | 3 

That there was Reſiſtance at the Revolution, and Reſiſt- 
ance by Arms, we readily acknowledge. We are not ſo ig- 
norant, but that we know of the Battle at the Boyn; at lea 
ſome Gentlemen have taken ahundance of pains to make vs 
know of it. But yet we deny, for all this, that there was any 
Hurt intended to the Perſqn of the King; it was directly Re- 
ſiſting his Will, we own; but as to any. Reſiſtance to his 
Perſon (had he been wounded in the Battle) it had been 
purely accidental, and therefore no Reſiſtance at all, in a 
Moral Senſe, becaufe undeſign'd. But the Reſiſtance at the 
Boyn (if we muſt be particular) was to Coerce the King's 
Evil Counſellors, or Defend our ſelves againſt the Invaſion 
of a Foreign Enemy ; for it is very well known, there was a- 
hundance of French-men kill'd in the Battle. Now if ſome Men 
are ſo zealous for the Credit of the Queen, and the Revolu- 
tion, that they won't diſtinguiſh berween the Cutting off 
Traytors, either in a Judicial or Hoſtile way, or Defendin 
our ſelves againſt the Invaſion of a Foreign Enemy, an 
Cutting off our King, we can't make them. But this we 
will ſay (with my Lord Biſhop of Carliſe) * © That our 
Foundations, *'tis to be hop'd, are not ſfaken by the 
Weight of thoſe many, great and extraordinary Revolu- 
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t tjons that have paſs'd upon us. The All-wiſe Providence 
« of God has frequently of late and as ſome of us have al- 
© ways thought very graciouſly) exchang'd our Governours. 
« But if we ungratefully alter our Notions of the Divine 
„% Right of Governm-nt, and throw off our Ancient and 
cc Primitive Rull of Obedience, we ſhall make an unworthy 
© Return of the Mercies we have receiv'd. 

And ſo much mav ſuffice, to evince what Correſpondency 
the Doctrine of ſſive Obedience bears, not only to the Eter- 
nal Rules ot Reaſon and Juftice , but the Preſervation of a 
Nation; under the immediate Laſhes of a Tyrannical Prince, 
and particularly to our late Glorious and Happy Revolu- 
tion. | 

We come now to the Third Thing propos d, viz. The A- 
greeableneſs of this Doctrine to our Laws. 

The Learned Gentlemen of the Long-Robe will eaſily ex- 
cuſe this ſo extraordinary a Sally, into what is in a peculiar 
manner their covince, when they conſider a late Affair has 
made every Body Lawyers in this Point. 

This then is the Language of one of our Acts of Parlia- 
ment. * And be it hereby further declar'd, that by the 
& undoubted and Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, nei- 
* ther the Peers of this Realm, nor the Commons, nor Both 
© together, in Parliament, or out of Parliament, nor the Peo- 
« ple Collectively, or Repreſentatively, nor any other per- 


© ſons whatſoever, ever had, have, hath, or ought to have, 


* any Coercive Power over the Perſons of the Kings of this 
„ Realm. | 

la anſwer to this it is urg'd, That this Act is Repeal'd ; the 
Truth of which we come now to conſider. al 

It is agreed, it is not expreſly in Words Repeal'd by the 
Gentlemen themſelves, but Conſequentially, and by neceſſa- 
ry Deduction. Their Reaſons are theſe two. Firft, Becauſe 
it interferes with the Revolution, which is approv'd of, and 
confirm'd by our Laws. Secondly, Becauſe tis contrary to 
the Tenour of a late Act, which abſolves the Subjects of this 
Kingdom from their Allegiance, in caſe the Prince is recon- 
cild to Popery, by Marriage, or any otherways. To which 
we diſtinctly rejoyn. : 9.1 

Firſt, That the Firſt Reaſon is founded upon a Suppoſition, 
falſe in Fact, viz. That the Perſon of the King was Coerc'd\ 
at the Revolution. But it has been prov'd, that his Perſon 
neither was, nor intended to have been, Coerc'd at the Revo- 


lution ; therefore. the Act here conteſted, does not interfere 
with the Revolution. 


— 
MG 


* 12 Car, 2. cap. 30. 


— 


WI 


— 


F But 


% 


rr 


(24) 

But becauſe we are now upon the Law of the Point, and 
this may be thought a Repetition, we will now examine how 
they expreſs themſelves in this matter. The Commons con- 
ſidering this matter, after the King had left the Nation, made 
this following Vote; “ Refoly'd, That King Femes II. hav- 
« ing endeavour'd to ſubvert the Conftitution of the King- 
« dom, by breaking the Original Contraft between King and 
% People; and by Advice of Jeſuits, and other wicked per- 
4 ſons, having violated the Fundamental Laws of this King- 
« dom, and having withdrawn himſelf out of this Kingdom, 
4 has Abdicated the Government, and the Throne is thereby 
t become vacant. This Vote afterwards Commenc'd into an 
Act of Parliament. The Law is ſo far from afferting any 
Coercive Power to be here us d over the Perſon of the King, 
as the Means of his Abſence from the Kingdom, that it ex- 
preſly affirms his Abſence to be the Effet of his own free 
Choice. It's true, it recounts the Reaſons inducing him 
to ſuch a Procedure, vit. his attending to the Advice of 
Jeſuits, and having thereby ſubverted the Fundamental Laws 
of the Land; But it does not in the leaft ſpeak of his Abdic- 
tion, as any Penalty inflicted on him; he was not FORC'D 
OuT, be WITHDREW HIMSELF; and therefore was 
no ways Coerc'd, in the Senſe of the Law. 
Io the Second Reaſon. we likewiſe rejoyn, That tho' it be 
readily admitted, in caſe the Prince be recencil'd to Popery 
we are abſolv'd from all our Allegiance to him; yet it does 
not from hence neceſſarily follow, that we have a Coercive 
Power over his Perſon. - For there is a manifeſt Difference 
between Puniſhing, and not Obeying. Certainly T may re- 
_ fuſe the doing what a Prince requires, yet uſe no Violence a- 
painf his Perſon. Obey him Actively 1 muſt not, neither 

uſt1 Reſiſt him; and he that can't ſee the Reaſon of this, 
can't diſtinguiſh between Fighting, and Standing ftill- That 
we muſt not give Active Obedience to the Prince, in caſe his 
Commands be unlawful, has been all along aſſerted: And 
what does this Law ſay more? Does this any where ſay, you 
ſhall Coerce the Perſon of the King? No, moſt certainly it 
don't. How then is the Law, which denies the People's hav- 
ing any Coercive Power over the Perfons of the Kings of 
his Realm, contrary to the Tenor of this, wherein it is 
Repeal'd by it? | | 

It is an eaſy matter, by Noiſe and Aſſurance, to bear ſome 
modeſt People down, that this Law is Repeal'd: But I believe 
a Man might look himſelf Blind, both in the Statute, and 
Common Law-Books of this Kingdom, as well as the Laws of 


a. 


| E Jan. 29. . | God: 


C25) 

God, to find one Clauſe for the peoples having a Coercive 
Power over the Perſon of the King, or Queen; and till ſuch 
n Place be found, ve muſt conclude, the Uſe of ſuch a Power 
. * as the Act we have cited dedares it, again the undoubt- 
ed and Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom. 

The King of England (ſays a great Doctor of our Laws) is, 
* Summus Totius gui Anglicani ꝓuſticianus, Sup reme Lord 
Obief Juſtice of England, and the Dernier Reſort, from whence 

there is no Appeal. To him, and him only, belongs the Pre- 
rogative of making War and Peace, Oc. And fo tender is 
the Law of his Perſon, that barely to imagine his Death is 
Treaſon 5 and Treaſon is a Crime of ſc high a Nature, in the 
Eye of the Law, that it will ſcarcely admit the Heirs of a 
 Traytor to ſurvive. them; Eſt enim tam grave C imen (ſaith 
Bratton) us vix permittatur baredibus quod vivant. 
Rex Angliæ, non poteſt Cuiquam injn / ium facere, is another 
well-known Maxim in our Laws. Not that Simply, or Morally 
conſider d, this is true; but he can't ſo offer an Irjut, as to 
come under the Sanction of the Laws, to be puniſhd for it · 
So we have another Maxim, hex Anplie, non poreſt errare, For 
as God is pet fect (ſaith Dr, Cbamberiayne) ſo the Law i have 
no Imperfection found in the K ing. | | 
All which confider'd, will give an impartial Man ſome rea- 
ſon to think, our Laws are not ſo inconſiſtent with the Do- 
Arine of Paſſive Obedience, and Non-Kefiſtance; as ſome have 
repreſented them. 8 

I come now to the Fourth and laſt ras propos'd, name- 
ly, The Conſiſtence it bears with ſound and ꝑood Politics. 
That Steady, as well as Excellent Ornament of our Church, 

my Lord Arch-biſhop of 25, E, has ſo fully expreſs'd himſelt, 
on this Point, that a Tranſcription of his Words will be very 
uſeful, viz. + © That there is a Submiſſion due ſrom all Sub- 
_ ©. jets to the Supreme Authority of the Place where they 
live, as ſhall tie up their H+nds from Oppoting or Reſiſt- 
ing it by Force, is evident from the very Nature and End 
. of Political Society; and i dare ſay, there is not that Coun+ 
'< try upon Earth, let the Form of their Government be what 
** it will (Abſolute Monarchy , Ariftocracy , or Common- 
"* wealth) where this is not a part of the Conſtitution. Sub- 
% jets muſt Obey Paſſively, where they cannot Obey A/ ve y, 
'* otherwiſe the Government would be precarious, and the 
„ Public Peaceat the Mercy. of every Male-Conteot , ard 
© @ Door would be ſet open to all the Iaſurrections and 
** Treaſons in the World. | | 
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ſtraint upon them, londly cry out again 
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Sn peſtleſs is the Ambition, ſo Implacable the Malice, fo 
Powerful the Envy, ſo Daring the Inſotence, ſo every way 
Uneaſy the Tempers, and ſo Rehellious che Principles of 
ſome, God knows, too many People, that did not Religion, 
Reaſon, juſtice, Law, and all that can 4 any Re- 


their riſing againſt 
Governours, Government it ſelf would foon be at an end, 
and the whole World a Melancholy Scene of Anarchy and 
Confuſion. All Law would: de Strength, all Succeſs Good- 
neſs, all Juſtice Opppreſſion, all Faith Faction, all Religion 


Rebellion, Scaffolds and Blocks the common” Cataftrophes' of 


Princes, Leagues and Covenants the Subverſion of Churches, 
and Sacrilege and long Prayers the Means to devour its Re- 
venues In fine, Hereſy and Schiſm, Sedition and Rebellion, 
Avarice and Oppreſſion, Rapine and Hypocriſy, and all the 


other diſmal Conſequences of a diftrafted and flagitious Na- 


tion, would for ever flouriſh and abound, IgA 

And is there any thing in theſe inviting * Is there any 
Charms in Confuſion, or Harmony in Diſcord ? Is it a Crime 
even in us to think of theſe Things? We that know, that 
have felt the Truth of them. Far be it from me, to pre- 
tend to ſeatch into the dark 'Arcana's of Politics; my Vani- 
ty has not yet ſo elated me, as to make me aim at the Name 
of Politician: But yet this, I believe, I may venture to put 
up as a general Maxim , That thoſe Principles, which are moſt 
Conductive , and are beſt Calculated to the Good and Preferuation 
of Society, ought always to be embrac lt. ! 

This being * (and I think it can be deny'd by none. 

d of Diſſolution, as well as Revolution) the 

Application will be very caſy. COOKER $79 een 
As in the Natural Body the Amputation of a Leg, or any 
other Member, may ibly be ſuſtain'd without an intire 


Diſſolution, but the leaſt lnciſion made in the Head has a na- 


tural T endency to it; fo in a Body Policic,' the Cutting 


even a ſound Member may poſſibly be born, but the like 


Procedure upon the Head conſequently diffolves the whole: 
So that as the Good ot the Body in general is to he conſulted 


before any particular Member, and the Preſervation of it 


wholly endeavour'd, without any regard (in caſe of Compe- 
tition) to any other Part; ſo likewiſe the Good of Society in 
general is to be attended to, before the particular Diſadvan - 
tage of any of its Members: It being a known and univer- 
ſally receiv'd Rule, That in Competition of Evils, we ought al- 
wii th chu ſe the leaſt. : 

B-fides (as has been before obſerv'd). it. is more probable 
(uexe we no ways to conſider the greater Miſchief of it) that 
the 1'cople ſhould be Aggcefſors, than the King. Rave it 
% 0 woulc 
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Id be really great Folly in the King, to give them ſuch a 
Tethpration to riſe againſt him. People are apt (God knows 
too apt) to Rebel, without being provok d to it; no Bands 
are ſtrong enough to tic ſome Wretches to their Duty. Now 
to ſuppoſe that Princes, who can't but know this, will have ſo 
little regard to their own Safety, as to give fuch People the 
Nea of being oppteſs d for their Rebellion, is to ſuppoſe them 
as Weak as Tyrannical, as Fooliſh as Cruel. 

But were it ſo, it muſt be the People's own Fault, if he 
hurts them, he is but one Man himſelf; and if all the People 
are reſolutely bent not to Obey him ARively, and ſevercly 
to puniſh his Adherents, tis impoſſible he ſhould any ways 
burt them. 

If he and his Adherents are ſo ſtrong, that they can't be ſo 
manag d, then even Reſiſtance will do us no Service; We 
muſt be Paſſrue, when we can't be Adive. Hugb Peters him- 
ſelf was Paſſvely Obedient at the Gallows. | 

- Where then is that Neceſſity for Reſiſtance, as ſome ſo 
earneſtly contend for, ſince we may as well, nay better, pre- 
ſerve-our ſelves without it? One would think, the unhappy 
Conſequences we of this Nation particularly have involv'd our 
ſelves into by Reſiſtance; That Innocent Royal Blood, which 
we have juſt Reaſon to think ſtill cries for Vengeance again{t 
us; That conftant Series of Confuſion, which has ever ſince 
been. its unhappy Appendant ; Our preſent Feuds and Animo- 
ſities, Diſtractions and Diviſions, would now all preſent them- - 
ſelves to our view, with Argument more moving. than Lan- 
gvage can poſhbly form. Let this then plead, let this con- 
vince us of the Im piety, Injuſtice, Unlaufulneſs and Impc- 
licy of Reſiſtance. | 1 | 

But however inconſiſtent the Doctrine of Reſiſtance may be 
with the Nature and Ends of Government in general, we are 
told, our Conſtitution now js eftablifh'd upon it; The Revo- 
lution was, and Proteſtant Succeſſion now is, founded upon 
Reſiſtance; and in caſe Reſiſtance is condemn'd, they muſt 


It were well, if the Gentlemen who aſſert all this, were 
ſuch good Friends to our preſent Conftitution, as they would 
be thought to be. For to ſay our Confritution is founded 
upon a Principle, inconſiſtent with the Nature and Ends of 
Government. is certainly to give ſuch an Account of it, as is 
not much for its Credit. But becauſe this Notion aliv has 
been noiſily diſper,'d among us, it ſeems to be a nec:;ary 
part of our preſent Buſineſs, to conſider the Grounds of it. 

' Firfl then, We will contider the Revolution, Secondly, The 
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their Soldiers, orthe Edge of their Swords, or ſeveral other 


02809 | 
The Rerolation was declar'd by the chief Perſons concern'd' 
in it, to be carryd on with no Deſign to burt the King's Per- 
ſan ; and after its Confirmation, was declar'd by our Law not 
the Effect of Coercion, but Ahdication. This being the Caſe, 
it does not in the leaſt appear, that the Revolution is any ways 
concern'd wich the Doctrine of Reſiſtance. | 
Bur were it as ſome Gentlemen ſo earneſtly contend) cer- 

tain, that the Means vs'd to bring about the Revolution, was 
Reſiſtance. yet it does not from thence in the leaſt follow, that 
the Revolution would neceſſarily fall upon the Condemnation 
of the Doctrine of Refiftance. For cettainly it is poſſible to 
condemn the Means, wichout ſo much as diſapproving of the 
End. The Revolution is certainly good, if to name nothing 
elſe the Enjoyment of the Proteftant Religion he ſo; yet that 
does not in the leaſt prove Reſiſtance to be the fame. Out 
Bleſſed Saviour's Dying for the Sins of the World, was, to be 
ſure, very good; yet that does not in the leaſt prove the Per- 
fidiouſneſs of Fudzs, and the Malice of the Fews (which were 
the Means of his Death) were good alſo. So that all as could” 
be inferr'd, were the Caſe fo, is (! muſt condemn) the Means 
us'd to bring. about the Revolution; but ſhould not in the 
Jeaft be oblig'd to condemn the Revolution it ſelf; for tho'I 
quan to eſchew Evil, yet | ought alſo to hold faſt what is 
The Proteſtant Succeſſion is ſo far from interfering with 
the Doctrine of Paſſive 'b-dience, and Non-Reſiſtance, that no- 
thing can be a more effectual Means to Corroborate and Efta- 
bliſh-ie. For if Reſiſtance, - on any Pretence, be unlawful,” 
then not only the Pretence of Tyranny, but of Hereditary and 
Ind-feafible Right, is alſo excluded; ard whatever the Non- 
juror; may think of this, it is out of the Power of all the Wit 
and Logick of Man, to infer their Notion of Hereditary and 
Indefeaſible Right from the Doctrine of P:ſſhve Obedience, and 
Non-Reſiftmce, That all Princes are Fure Divino, we have 
learn'd from st. Paul; but that this ure Divino conſiſts in 
Hereditary Right, he has no where told us: Nay, he tells 
us further, the Powers that then were, were Fure Divino; 
but they, it's very certain, could lay no Claim to any thing 
ot that kind, being advanc'd'to the Throne by the Voice of 


ways; and therefore to teſiſt, upon the Pretence of Heredi- 
rary and Ind-feifible Right, is as much condemned, as any 
other hretence whatever, This I mention, to ſhew the Do- 
Qrize of Piſſt12 Obe ſience, and Naw-R-(iftance, yea and Fure, 
Divuinn two. is no Fnemy to the Proteftant Sue ce ſſion; and 
th-1c%oOr> can't july be charg'd with having any Tendency - 
to ap and yyerthrow our Couſtitusion. e e | 

Having 


{29 ) 
Haring thus gone thro' the Four Particulars propos'd, I 
find mY ſelf yet under u Neceſſity of confidering another Ar- 
- pument (for ſo tis call d) which tho' it does not come under 
the Cognizance of any thing has yet been'offer'd, is Loudly 
(the Gentlemen muſt pardom me, for I cannot ſay Rationally) 
inſiſted on; and we have hitherto done nothing, if this be 
not conſider d. | ; of | 
The Argument (for ſo it ſhall be cad, becauſe we won't 
_ is this, viz. We will not praftiſe this Doctrine, ergo 
Ge falſe. 
Now becauſe theſe Gentlemen are ſo very peremptory in 
the matter, that we may not be behind hand with them in 
Aﬀufance, for once, we will venture (i. e. if they'll promiſe 
not to ſtare at us) to deny both the Antecedent and the Con- 
ſequence. And as a Reaſon of this our Negation, ſay, Firſt, 
That we will practiſe it. A peremptory Affirmation is as 
good at any time as a peremptory Negation; and fo there's 
one Anfwer. £ X ; | 
But Second, If by ſaying we will not praftiſe this Doctrine, 
their Meaning is, that we cannot praftiſe itz we anſwer, it has 
been practis'd by others, and thereſore may by us. That it 
has been praftis'd by others, my Lord Bilhop of Sarum has 
given us ſo Elegant, as well as full Proof, that I can't but 
tranſcribe it; his Words are theſe, | 
+ The Bleſſed Apoſtles follow'd their Maſter's Steps in 
« this, as in all other things; and therefore having learn d 
5: of our Saviour that Leſſon of bearing the Croſs, and Suf- 
« fering patiently, when unjuſtly perſecuted, counted it their 
Glory to be conformable to him in his Sufferings ; and indeed 
** if we examine the Nature and Deſign of that Holy Religion, 
„our Saviour. deliver'd, we will find nothing more Diame- 
4 trically oppoſite to all its Rules, than the Diftemper'd Fu- 
„ ry of theſe miſguided Zealots, who being carry'd on by 
the Fierceneſs of their ungovern'd Paſſions, have upon Co- 
** lours of Religion, fill'd the World with Blood and Confuſi- 
if on. Otherwiſe does St. Paul teach the Romans in this Chap- 
ter, tho* then groaning under the ſevereſt Rigours of Bon- 
** dage and Tyranny; and St. Peter doth at full length, once 
* and again, call in all Chriſtians to prepare for * 
** and to bear them patiently; and tho the Bondage of the 
Slaves was heavy, and highly contrary to all the Freedoms 
„of Humane Nature, yet he exhorts them to bear the Se- 
+ verities even of their froward and unjuſt Mafters, with 
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this Argument, Thar Chriſt} ſuffer d for them, lraving them an 
*. Example, tbat they ſhould follow bis te /a ) 19 I 
From theſe unerring Practices and Precepts muſt all true 
«<.Chriftians take the Meaſures of their Actions, and the Rules 
* of their Life. And indeed the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity 
* embrac d the Croſs, and not only bore it with Patience, but 
* with Joy; and as long as Chriftianity continu'd pure and un: 
4 Allay d, this Doctrine ot patient Suffering was not only a big 
and empty Boaſt, but gave Proofs of its Reality, by the un: 
* exampled Patience and Sufferings of the Chriſtians, in a Suc- 
v ceſſion of three Ages, and ten Perſecutions. Theſe Blefſed 
*© witneſſes of our Faith were burning and ſhining Lights, as 
well by the Purity of their Lives, as by the Stakes and 
. Flames of their Martyrdom. Nero unpal'd: them, and cloth - 
ing them with Pitch · Coats, made them burn as Torches in 
*:the Night. But theſe Fires ſcatterd the Darkneſs of that 
Night of Idelatry, in which Nome lay buried, and both en- 
<< lighten'd and enflam'd many that lay freezing in Darkneſs. 
* It was the Aſtoniſhment of the World, to ſee ſuch Numbers 
+ of all Ages, Sexes aud Qualities, with that Alacrity and Cheer- 
* futneſs of Subm iſſion, offer up their Lives for the Faith; and 
neither the Cruelty: of their unrelenting Perſecutors, nor the 
*-continu'd Tract of their Miſeries, which did not end, but 
with their _ prevail'd on them to renounce: the Faith, 
* or do that which was next degree to it, throw of the Croſs, 
* and betake themſelves. to ſeditious Practices for their Preſer+ 
vation, hut continu'd ftedfaft, both in their Faith and pati - 
ti ence, by which they inherited the Promiſes. Nor was Chri- 
< ftianity endamag'd by all that Fury; on the contrary, the 
Blood of the Martyrs. was the Seed of the Church, whoſe 
. Field being thus fatned, did ſpring up Thirty, Sixty, and an 
Hundred fold ſo that for eyery new Harveſt of a Perſecuti- 
* on, there was a; plentiful Crop of Chriſtians. And there is 
no Reaſon to think theſe Bleſſed Martyrs endur d all their Suf- 
<.ferings, conſtrain'd by Neceſſity, becauſe they could do no 
other; for as we find in the Inſpir'd Hiſtory, that at two 
«.cermons there were Eight thouſand. Converts ; ſo Profane, 
«15 well as Eccleſiaſtical Writers, aſfure us; the Numbers of 
<« the Chriftians hecame very ſuon ſo vaſt, that nothing but 
the Conſcience oſ the Duty they o d the Supreme Powers, 
<< oblig'd them to be ſubjett. Pliny, who liv'd 100 Years after 
r Saviour, wrote to Trajan, that in Pontus and Bithynia there 
ere great Numbers of Chriſtians of all Ranks, both in Ci- 
« ties and Villages; ſo that the Temples of their Gods were, 
„ by the prevailing Growth of Cbriftianity, left deſolate. A 
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& \ittle after him, Marcus Aurelius had 1 Legion of Chriſtians 


1 jn bis Army, of whom he gives this Character in is Edikt, 
« That they carry God in their Conſciences. And when there 


were fo many in the Army, we may on a fair Computation 
ct reckon their Numbers to have been very great. Not long 
4 after that; does Tertullian plead for thoſe in his Days, in his 


« 2dmir'd Appologetic;and tells the Romans, + * That if they 
© would ftan — Defence, they wanted not the 


'« Strength of Numbers and Armies; that neither the Moors, 


« nor Paribiens, nor auy other of the Nations that fought 
«© with the Reman, could match them; ho fill'd the whole 
« World, all their Places, Towns, lands, Caftles, Villages, 
“ Councils, Camps, Tribes, Senate and Market-places z only 


** they abandon'd their Temples to them, adding, That to 
« what War were they not both fit and ready, even tho' they 


< were leſs numerous, who were butcher'd ſo willinglly, if 


© their Diſcipline did not allow them rather to be killid than 
4 to kill? And elſewhere he vindicates the Chriſtians, That 


« none of them were ever found guilty of Conſpiracies againft 


4 the Emperors, whom they acknowledg'd to be ſet up by 


1% God, and judg'd themſelves bound to Love, Reverence 


and Honour them. But as the Chriſtian Religion conti- 


% nu'd to ſpread. by a vaſt and prodigious Increaſe, ſo did the 
«« Spight of the Infernal Furies grow fierce againſt it, by the 


„ ſame Proportion. And in the laſt Perſecution, which conti- 


© nu'd about 20 Years, we find the Mattyrs of one Province 
(Egypt) reckon'd to be betwixt eight and nine Million, and 
«© yet no Tumults was rais'd againſt all this Tyranny and Inju- 
% ftice. And tho” after the Emperors turn'd Chriftian, and 
* Eftabliſh'd the Faith by Law, yet neither did the ſubtil At- 
** tempts of Fulian the Apoſtate, nor the open Perſecutions of 
** ſome Arian Emperors, who did with great Violence proſecute 
the Orthodox, occaſion any; ſeditious Combination againſt 
Authority. Theſe are the great Precedents this Holy Do- 
% Qrine of the Croſs hath in the firft and pureſt Ages, and 
*< tho Religion ſuffer'd great Decays in the Succeſſion of many 
„Ages, yet for the firft ten Centuries, no Father, or Doctor of 
the Church, nor any Aſſembly of Church-men, did ever 
** teach, maintain or juſtify any Rehellious or Seditious Do- 
*« Arines or Practices“. So far his Lordſhip. 
But were it ſuppos d, that this Doctrine neither was, nor 


would be practis d, we deny the Conſequence, That therefore 


it would be Falſe. 


The Rules of our Duty in this, as well as in all other 
Caſes, is drawn, from the Word of God; not from what 
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of this is ſo evident, that were it not admi | ine, 
- at leaſt few Cbriſtian Doſtr ines, could be 950 true, the 
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